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Navigator North, an artist led visual arts organisation 
based in Middlesbrough will be hosting online a-n’s 
second digital Assembly of 2021. The day will be inspired 
by Middlesbrough Winter Garden, an initiative founded 
in 1907 which aimed to offer access to culture, health 
and wellbeing to the people of the town. Artists and arts 
organisations will explore the what, how and who of 
building a creative community and the importance of 
visual arts in enriching places and people’s lives.

Welcome from a-n and Navigator North
9.45am

How do we build and support our 
creative communities?
11.35am - 12.25pm

Mindful lunch with Cobweb Orchestra
12.25pm - 1.25pm

What is a creative community?
10am - 11.20am

Break
11.20am - 11.35am

With reference to his book Tactics for the 
Tightrope: Creative Resilience for Creative 
Communities, Mark Robinson from Thinking 
Practice and Annie Rigby from Unfolding 
Theatre, will explore the potential for moving 
from hurt to hope and reflect on Unfolding 
Theatre as an example of building creative 
community.

Enjoy a mindful lunchbreak with a curated 
selection of musical performances from 
Cobweb Orchestra.

If you’re feeling inspired by the mornings 
events, use this time to make a creative 
response or take a walk whilst listening to 
30 minutes of specially selected musical 
performances.

Throughout the day Nicola 
Golightly, artist and co-director 
from Navigator North will visually 
capture the events of the day 
through a live drawing. 

Share your creative response or 
reflection of the day on Instagram 
using the hashtag #AssemblyMbro 

Don’t forget to tag @anartistsinfo 
and @navigatornorth

Vicky Holbrough, artist and co-director 
from Navigator North, Borderlands, 
Middlesbrough and Redcar & Cleveland’s 
Creative People & Places programme team, 
Jack Gibbon from Bricks in Bristol and Chris 
Bailkoski from Proforma in Manchester will 
share their approach to working with creative 
communities. 



Learn how to make your creative community 
visible to the world. Laura Rothwell from 
Crystallised Marketing Agency will offer 
some PR and Marketing ‘do’s and don’ts’ 
and talk about current work to brand 
Middlesbrough as the #mostcreativetown

Liam Slevin from The Auxiliary Project 
Space, Middlesbrough will give an insight into 
their project which seeks to map networks 
and connections across artists and arts 
organisations of the Tees Valley’s Artist-led 
ecology (and the wider culture sector). Using 
Google’s G-Drive and Graph Commons 
and acknowledging gaps in any mapping 
exercises, Slevin will present the research 
behind building an open platform for artist-
led networks.

An opportunity to see how Nicola Golightly 
has captured the events of the day. Plus, 
an open discussion to share thoughts and 
reflection 

a-n Assembly 2021 is free and 
exclusive to a-n members.

Register to attend:

a-n.co.uk/assembly/assembly-
middlesbrough 

How do we raise the profile of our 
creative community?
1.25pm - 2.15pm

Culture co-ordinates and ideas to map 
the artist-led ecology
2.30pm - 3.20pm

Break
2.15pm - 2.30pm

Shared learning and reflection
3.20pm - 4pm

https://www.a-n.co.uk/assembly/assembly-middlesbrough/
https://www.a-n.co.uk/assembly/assembly-middlesbrough/


Navigator North are an artist led visual arts organisation 
based in Middlesbrough. They support artists through 
programmes of professional development, commissions, 
bursaries and residencies alongside studio provision 
across Tees Valley. The former Masham Hotel is their 
main public venue on Middlesbrough high street, which 
functions as a creative space with a programme of 
exhibition and events connecting people, place and 
culture in the town.

Navigator North is a member of the Guild 2019-2023 
cohort. a-n Assembly 2021 is developed in partnership 
with Guild, East Street Arts’ sector support programme 
supporting and empowering artists to help them create 
more resilient and sustainable work via artists’ spaces.

Register to attend: 
a-n.co.uk/assembly/assembly-middlesbrough

https://www.a-n.co.uk/assembly/assembly-blackpool/

