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UCCESS IS THE GREAT INTANGIBLE. IT 

is harder to define than love and easier 

to lose sight of than an umbrella on a 

number 73 bus. Some days it is seeing my 

name spelled correctly, my image printed 

the right way round and the comfortable 

crinkle of £50 in my back pocket - basic 

really; money helps. The divine and 

delicious act of buying canvas, brushes, 

paper, charcoal, paints, more paint, film, 

pastels and more paint epitomises the fruit 

of the seeds of success. 

The moment when a piece of work becomes an object of 

pleasure and it will hang on a wall for hundreds of people to 

see rates very highly on my buzzometer. It happens often and 

the surge of bliss never diminishes. 

I choose to measure my place in the history of art by the 

careful and scholarly essays written about me by art 

historians such as Maud Suiter, Jane Beckett, Deborah 

Cherry, Griselda Pollock and Jill Morgan; without these 

women it would be difficult to find a foothold crossing 
the river. 

Living outside London has been a tangible sign of really 

feeling successful. When I was uncertain, I never dared to 

leave that city for more than a fortnight. In the last eight 

years I have understood that European galleries and 

Anlerican curators are comfortable with the thought of a 

northern town. I travel the world more now to see shows and 

to participate in them. Not being caught up in the desperate 

whirlpool of metropolis except on 

the days I choose to be (at least 

once a month) is liberating. I 
adore London and it was my home 

but success is being able to see it, 

believe it and depart on the 21.21 

from Euston till the next time. 
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The '80s, the glory days of 'Five 

Black Women' at the Africa Centre, 

'Black Woman Tnne Now' and the 

'Thin Black line', were full of hope 

and expectation, much of it fulfilled. 

Can it really be true that no black 

woman artist from Britain has had a 

Mahalia Jackson, from 
the 'African Gardens' 
series. I 993. 

one person show at the ICA since 

11 of us exhibited together there in 1985? Success not. 

I curated that show and chose those artists first to prove 

that there were hundreds of excellent creative black women 

working out there and second to invest in a future. ICA 

curators know Sonia Boyce, Maud Suiter, Veronica Ryan, 

Claudette Johnson, Jennifer Comrie, Marlene Smith, Ingrid 

Pollard, Brenda Agard, Chila Burman, myself and Sutapa 

Biswas. Most of us never stopped making and showing 

good work. 

I have a dealer again for the first time in eight years, the 

splendid Joe Corr of Corr Contemporary Art in South 

LondoIL It is exciting to be with a gallery that is enthusiastic 

about art and about my work. Success is a gallery that wants 

to exhibit me. 

CRAFTWORKER'S YEAR BOOK 

OUT NOW 

Packed with over 300 pages of information in two 
volumes, it's the largest edition of our Year Book 

yet published. We list over 3000 selling opportuni-
ties for craftwork taking place in the UK in 1995, 

contact details for well over 400 craft fair 
organisers as well as new detail on costs, 

availability and quality control. 

Craftworkers can plan, research and 
book their craft fair sales schedule for 

over a year ahead from this 'events 
bible' for British Crafts 

and that's not all: the 80 category suppliers' 
section carries details on hundreds of companies 

dealing in materials and equipment for 
Artists and Craftworkers. We also carry business 
advice, listings of Craft Guilds and Associations & 

specialist publications, 

GREAT VALUE AT £11,95 
for the two books including all postage and 

packing now available from AN Publications 
PO Box 23, Sunderland SR4 6DG. 01915143600 
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