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AIR supports campaign to extend Resale Right 
 

AIR – Artists Interaction and Representation - fully supports the 

campaign to extend The Artist’s Resale right to works by deceased 
artists so that heirs can benefit financially whenever the artist’s works 

are resold on the art market.   
 

The Artist’s Resale Right that was adopted in the UK 2006 following a 
vigorous campaign by DACS – Design and Artists Copyright Society, 

currently entitles living artists to a royalty each time their work 
changes hands through an auction house or gallery. AIR feels that the 

Right successfully balances the interests of artists with the interests of 
the art trade and recognises the on-going stake an artist has in the 

economic value of their work. 
 

To date, nearly 2000 UK artists have benefited and been paid over £11 
million in royalties, with royalties moving between the UK and other EU 

member states. 
 
DACS has been actively supporting the move for ARR to be extended 

to apply to the rights of deceased artists, which is due to be adopted 
from January 2012. This will harmonise the right across the EU and put 

visual artists back on a level field with other creators such as 
musicians and authors who can leave all their rights to their heirs.  

   
As the EU Commission is preparing a report to the European 

Parliament, the Council and the Economic and Social Committee on 
implementation of the Resale Right Directive and consultation process 

is especially seeking views from artists, artists heirs and artists 
representative bodies, AIR has urged its members to support this 

change, recognising that it vital that the Commission hear from artists 
themselves how Resale Right is benefiting artists and should benefit 

their heirs.  
  
We know that some art market professionals are strongly opposed to 
the resale right and will be doing their best to persuade the 
Commission to make a permanent exception from the right for heirs, 

applicable by all member countries.  



 
However, research by DACS has clearly shown that the royalties from 

Artist’s Resale Right are tiny in relation to the prices at which art works 
are bought and sold and so could not possible influence the market. 

Furthermore, there are no known examples of art being diverted from 
the United Kingdom to be sold in jurisdictions where there is no Artist’s 

Resale Right, and no evidence that ARR has placed a large 
administrative burden on dealers and their art businesses. 

 
Based on this compelling evidence and in the knowledge of the 

precariously of artists’ livelihoods in the UK due to the current 
economic situation and swingeing cuts in budgets for the arts, public 

sector and Higher Education, AIR – Artists Interaction and 
Representation - gives its full support to the DACS campaign and urges 

government and the EU to fully adopt the principle of ARR by 
extending it to the heirs of deceased artists. 
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